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Another flower is gone from the garden at the 

Madkins Chapel, Sister Versie Lee Walker 

Houston. Sister Houston’s presence is sorely 

missed. During this time of the year, the Harvest 

Committee is making preparation for the 

Annual Harvest Day Program held on the 4th 

Sunday in October. Sister Houston served as 

We Remember Sister Versie Lee Walker Houston 

Chairperson of this committee for over 40 years.  In addition to serving in many other 

auxiliaries of Madkins Chapel, she worked side by side with her husband, Wallace, in 

providing custodial services for the church. So, we remember Sister Versie  Lee Walker 

Houston and dedicate this edition of the “The Living Stone” Newsletter in her memory. 

We know that we will meet her again one day. Sister Houston’s memories will be forever 

cherished by her husband, Wallace Houston, her son, Rodney Houston and her sisters, 

Annie Barnes, Lillian Haley, Ella Leslie, Margaret Lolo, Mary A. Walker, and her 

Madkins Chapel Church Family. 

HUNTSVILLE, Alabama -- The John Stallworth  

Foundation  awards college scholarships and the 

pairings party  prior to the  Stallworth Celebrity 

Golf Tournament had Masters Experiences and 

Super Bowl tickets for auction. But the event's  

big winner was Franco Blackburn, who made a 

hole-in-one on No. 14 on the Hampton Cove 

River course, winning a new Buick for Blackburn 

in this 11th annual charity tournament in which 

more than 30 celebrities from the world of sports 

participated.  (June 7, 2013 From The Huntsville 

Times) 

In the Spotlight 
Franco Blackburn sinks hole-in-one to highlight 

 play in John Stallworth  Celebrity Tournament 

Upcoming Events 

Harvest Fest – Oct 25th 

6:00 -8:00 p.m. 

Annual Harvest Day 

Observance – Oct 27th  

9:30 a.m. 

GHIMF City Wide Revival 

at First Missionary Baptist 

Church 

Oct 28-31, 2013,  

7:00 p.m. Nightly 

General Assembly 

Leadership Conference at 

Madkins Chapel 

Nov 8-9, 2013 

Banquet Ticket $15.00 
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Happy Harvest 
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Stillman Holds Coronation for Miss Stillman College 2013-2014 Jalin Smith 

Tuscaloosa, AL—Jalin Smith, a senior from Huntsville, Alabama who is majoring in psychology, 

was crowned Miss Stillman College 2013-2014 on September 27 in Birthright Alumni Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Miss Stillman, Smith hopes to increase school spirit while also increasing self-esteem among young 

people, and she believes that there is a strong relationship between the two. “Our student leaders are always 

so excited and involved. I want to see that enthusiasm in everybody on campus. If you’re comfortable with 

yourself and have confidence, you don’t mind doing things like cheering for others. And when you cheer for 

others, it encourages them. It makes them feel that they aren’t just winning for themselves, but for the entire 

school.  It’s okay to cheer at a game and be loud.  It’s okay to stand out and be different.” 

 

Smith, who is an honor student and a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, recently spoke 

about self-esteem to youth at a YMCA in Tuscaloosa.  She says that society’s focus on weight and other 

physical characteristics often causes people to have low self-esteem, and she states that it is “important to 

discuss these issues.” 

 

“Being selected as Miss Stillman gives me an opportunity to speak up and be a role model for others,” says 

Smith. “When I was looking for a college to attend, I visited Stillman during Tigerfest and I fell in love with 

the campus, the staff and the faculty. But I didn’t know any other students.  On my first day, I told my 

mother, ‘Maybe I made the wrong decision.’ She said, ‘Give it a week and if you still want to come home, I’ll 

come get you.’  A week later, I said, ‘No!’ I didn’t want to leave because I love it here. We’re really a family.  

People say that often.  But, at Stillman, it’s very authentic.” 

 After she completes her B.A., Smith plans to pursue a Ph.D. and become a child psychologist. She is a 

member of Madkins Chapel Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America and a graduate of Columbia High 

School in Huntsville, Alabama.       

Pictured above, left to right, at the Miss Stillman Coronation are Miss Freshman Diamyn Rogers, Miss 

Sophomore Monique Mills, Miss Stillman 2013-2014 Jalin Smith (seated), Miss Stillman 2012-2013 Jessica 

Nathan and Miss Junior Hope Middlebrooks.  

Excerpt from www.stillman.edu, October 3, 2013 

From the Campus…………………… 

 

http://www.stillman.edu/
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Congratulations and Best Wishes to the Bride and Groom, Fred and Nicole (Carthen) Brown. The 

beautiful couple were married on September 21, 2013 at “The Loving Place,” Madkins Chapel CPCA. 

 
A Little Humor 
 

 

There was once a small town with four churches, each infested 

with squirrels. There were Presbyterian, Catholic, Baptist and 

Methodist. They all tried to think of ways to get rid of the 

squirrels.  

 

The Presbyterians decided that the squirrels were "predestined" 

to live in the church so they just learned to live with it.  

 

The Catholics used their great wealth to hire exterminators who 

trapped them, took them miles away and released them and the 

squirrels were back in 3 days.  

 

The Baptists decided to try and kill them and their designated 

squirrel hunter blew a hole in the bottom of the baptismal font 

so they just gave up.  

 

The Methodists, however, came up with the perfect solution. 

They made them all members and now they only see squirrels 

on Christmas and Easter. 

 

From the Kitchen 
Banana Bread 

Ingredients 

1 cup granulated sugar  

8 tablespoons (1 stick) unsalted butter, room temperature  

2 large eggs  

3 ripe bananas  

1 tablespoon milk  

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon  

2 cups all-purpose flour  

1 teaspoon baking powder  

1 teaspoon baking soda  

1 teaspoon salt 

Directions 

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees F. Butter a 9 x 5 x 3 inch loaf pan.  

Cream the sugar and butter in a large mixing bowl until light and fluffy. 

Add the eggs one at a time, beating well after each addition.  

In a small bowl, mash the bananas with a fork. Mix in the milk and 

cinnamon. In another bowl, mix together the flour, baking powder, 

baking soda and salt.  

Add the banana mixture to the creamed mixture and stir until 

combined. Add dry ingredients, mixing just until flour disappears.  

Pour batter into prepared pan and bake 1 hour to 1 hour 10 minutes, 

until a toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean. Set aside to 

cool on a rack for 15 minutes. Remove bread from pan, invert onto 

rack and cool completely before slicing.  

 

 

Wedding Nuptials 
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Madkins Chapel 
  

Madkins Chapel is The Loving Place. 

Madkins Chapel is a caring place filled with grace. 

God cares and so do I. 

When things are sad 

He dries the tears from your eyes. 

When I am sad 

God and Madkins Chapel 

Makes me glad. 

When things are not going right 

God and the members of  Madkins Chapel 

Care for you morning, noon, or night. 

Madkins Chapel members will hold your hand 

And help you to understand. 

Madkins Chapel will see you through 

Because this is the loving thing to do, 

And that is why I can say “Madkins Chapel is The Loving Place.” 
By: Towanda Fletcher 

 

In Memory of………… 

“Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted.” Matthew 5:4 

 

Mrs. Dorothy Lyle – Mother of Sister Julia Gurley (Elder Curtis Gurley) and Grandmother of Shawn Gurley 

Mrs. Alberta Miller – Sister of Sister Lucinda Pride and Aunt of Brother Larry Tisdale 

Mrs. Lucille Duke – Sister of Sister Robbie Crittenden and Aunt of Sister Bernice Clinton 

Mr. Eddie Lee Sledge – Father of Brother Bryde Sledge 

Mrs. Katie Adams – Mother of Sister Ressi McClenic 

Mrs. Brenda Rich – Niece of Sister Ernestine King 

Mr. Dedrick Miller – Nephew of Sister Magdalene Kennemore 

Mrs. Barbara Sanders Oates – Sister of Sister Sandra Harris 

Mr. Bradley Hayes – Nephew of Mother Annie Harris 
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Jason Leslie 

July 2013 

James Horton 

August 2013 

Marcus Jones 

August 2013 

Lillian Haley 

July 2013 

Larry Cordell Roger Jr. 

August 2013 

Willie Bell Turner 

August 2013 

Kendrick Bynum 

September 2013 
The Kelly Family 

August 2013 

Ashley Henry 

September 2013 

Not Pictured 

Joy Robinson – July 2013 

James and Edith Eason – September 2013 

Welcome New Members 
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WE at The Loving Place are 
SUPPORTING the FIGHTERS 
ADMIRING the SURVIVORS 

HONORING the TAKEN                             
AND NEVER, EVER GIVING UP 

HOPE 

Greetings, 

I greet you all in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Our Summer season has 

quickly come to an end and God has blessed us with another season, Autumn. As we enter 

into the last three months of 2013, think about some of the things you committed yourself to 

Madkins Chapel earlier in the year. Are you still on track with your commitments? If you 

have not committed to an auxiliary, to attending Bible Study, Sunday School, or attending 

morning worship on a regular basis, it is not too late to start. There is plenty to do in the Lord’s 

Kingdom. What have you done for him, lately?  

 

I continue to encourage you all to join us for Bible Study on Wednesday evening at 6:00p.m. (as of the 

week of  October 23, 2013) and for Sunday School at 8:00 a.m. There are classes for all ages. Being a part 

of the teaching arms of the church will make a difference in your life.  

  

Peace Be Unto You, 

Endia J. Scruggs 

Pastor 
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Greetings! 
 

The Unification Task Force (comprised of members of both the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church in America), would like to invite you to share your thoughts and ideas about the possible uniting of the two 

denominations by participating in a short survey. The information shared through the survey will assist the task force in drafting a 

plan for how the united church might live out its life as a unified witness to God's work of redemption and reconciliation in the 

world. Your responses will be treated confidentially and will only be made available to members of the task force. 

 

We hope you will take a few moments to complete the survey and encourage others in your congregation and/or presbytery to 

do the same. Feel free to forward this email to others (use forward email feature below) or direct them to access the survey by 

visiting: 

 http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e7yvuuk7hk2vuyaw/a01arhm0oxf35/greeting  

For those without computer access, please run off copies from the website, distribute the copies, collect the copies and mail the 

copies to:  

Dr. G. Lynn Herring 

CPCA Denomination Center  

226 Church Street  

Huntsville, AL 35801 

 

Update ◊ Uplift ◊ Unify  
  

The goal of this newsletter is to Update our members of what is happening and 

upcoming at Madkins Chapel, Uplift members and non-members to the join the 

Loving Place in working for the Lord, and Unify the many voices and experiences 

represented within our congregation into one combined communication.  

2403 Oakwood Road 

Huntsville, AL 35810 

256-534-1192 

Visit our website 

www.madkinschapel.com 

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e7yvuuk7hk2vuyaw/a01arhm0oxf35/greeting

