
 
  

  

 

Bob Jones High School 

Janee Donaldson- will attend Calhoun 

Community College in the Fall and 

will attend Middle Tennessee State 

University at a later date 

Marquez Pride – Scholarship to 

Western Kentucky University 

 

Columbia High School 

Major Houston, III 

 

Grissom High School 

Ashley Bowens 

Kyle Shoulders- Calhoun Community 

College 

 

Huntsville High School 

Michael Davis III 

 

J.O. Johnson High School 

Cierra James 

Chayla Moore 

Malaysia Reynolds- Honor 

 

Lee High School 

Sparkman High School 

Yazmin Carthen 

 

JF Drake State Technical 

College 

Jameen Marks 

 

Tennessee State University 

Charles Cannon – 

Summa Cum Laude- Bachelor of 

Science- Finance/Economics 

 

UAB 

Jessica Turner 

Bachelor of Science - Chemistry 

 

University of South Carolina 
Darian Stewart 

Bachelor of Science 

 National Football League (NFL) 

player for the St Louis Rams 

 

Strayer University 

Odri Hastings Bachelor of 

Science- Business Administration 

 

             “A Testimony of Faith” 

A young boy had just gotten his driving 

permit. He asked his father, who was a 

minister, if they could discuss the use of 

the car.  His father took him to his study 

and said to him, "I'll make a deal with 

you. You bring your grades up, study 

your Bible a little and get your hair cut 

and we'll talk about it."  After about a 

month the boy came back and again 

asked his father if they could discuss 

use of the car. They again went to the 

father's study where his father said, 

"Son, I've been real proud of you. 

You have brought your grades up, 

you've studied your Bible diligently, but 

you didn't get your haircut!" 

The young man waited a moment and 

replied, "You know Dad, I've been 

thinking about that. You know, Samson 

had long hair, Moses had long hair, 

Noah had long hair, and even Jesus had 

long hair."To which his father replied, 

"Yes, and they walked everywhere they 

went!" 

  

  

Pastor’s Corner 

Mortgage Burning 

Auxiliary Spotlight 

138
th

 GA 

Obituaries 

A Lil Humor 

..and more 

  

Madkins Chapel Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America (CPCA) achieved 

another milestone in the history of its church. The Mortgage Burning Celebration was 

held April 20-22, 2012. The theme for the occasion was “A Testimony of Faith.” 

. 

  

“And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, if ye have 

faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder 

place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” Matthew 17:20 

 

Faith the size of a mustard seed, can feed a nation if we believe. 

Faith activates the spoken word. Strengthening the roots each time it's heard. 

A garden sown with the word of hope, produces a family of better folk. 

Be not weary but believe, it is yours for the asking in a tiny seed.   

 ~ By Lillian Mitchell-Ray 

 

His                    are higher 

Greetings, 

I’m so excited about the return of our 

newsletter with its new name, The Living 

Stones!  There will be something for all to 

enjoy.  In this age of technology, you will be 

able to access the newsletter from a link at our 

website, www.madkinschapel.com. For those 

of us, who are not as technologically savvy, 

copies of the newsletter will be made available.  

We are still Praising the Lord for the 

“marvelous thing He has done.” If you missed 

the mortgage burning festivities our newsletter 

will highlight some of the events of that 

celebratory weekend. Many, many thanks to all 

who worked to make this event a successful 

and memorable one. 

 

Again, thank you for the wonderful “Endia 

Week of Treats” in recognizing my 23 years of 

service at Madkins Chapel.  

To our 2012 Graduates, Congratulations! 

“You have brains in your head. You have feet 

in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any 

direction you choose. You’re on your own. 

And you know what you know. You are the 

guy who’ll decide where to go.”Dr. Seuss  

Everyone is invited to share in bible study each 

Wednesday evening at 6:45 p.m. We are 

currently studying from the Book of Acts. 

Hope to see you on Wednesday evening. There 

is something for everyone. Come, share, and 

be blessed. 
Blessings, 

Pastor Endia Scruggs 

 

On Friday, April 20, 2012, the festivities 

began with “The Celebration Choir” of 

Madkins Chapel in concert.  This choir 

consisted of the combined choirs of the 

  

The highlight of the weekend came on 

Sunday, April 21, 2012, during the 

celebratory morning worship service. 

The Rev. Byron McGlathery served as   

 

 

On Saturday, April 21, 2012, “Fun Day” 

on the grounds of Madkins Chapel was 

enjoyed by all. There was lots of food, 

fun, and fellowship for all. The 

Honorable Will Culver, Huntsville City 

Councilman Representing District 5, 

was a part of the festivities on Saturday 

as well as Sunday. 

  

 

CPCA, Rev. William Robinson, Vice-

Moderator of the General Assembly of 

the CPCA, Rev. Dr. Theodis Acklin, 

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of 

the CPCA, and Stated Clerk of the 

Huntsville Presbytery, The Honorable 

Richard Showers, Huntsville City 

Councilman Representing District 1, 

and The Rev. Lawrence Sanford, friend 

of Madkins Chapel.      Cont. on Page 2 

  

church with members ranging 

in age from 8 to 78 years old. 

The choir was under the 

musical direction of Elder 

Sylvester McCaulley, Minister 

of Music. Some of the featured 

musical selections were 

Marvelous, Salvation and 

Glory, and Let the Church Say 

Amen, just to name a few. 

  

Liturgist for the service. The 

Celebration Choir provided 

songs of praise and 

thanksgiving.  Resolutions 

and Greetings were brought 

from the Rev. Dr. G. Lynne 

Herring, Administrative 

Director of the General 

Assembly Office of the  

  

“Today Testifies of 

the Faithfulness of 

God” taken from    

2 Samuel 7:18, 

Psalm 118:23-24, 

and 2 Corinthians 

Contact us at 256-534-1192        www.madkinschapel.com 

APRIL > MAY > JUNE, 2012                        A QUARTERLY INSIGHT INTO THE LOVING PLACE 

       The Living 
                 Newsletter     

 

 
THE PASTOR’S CORNER 

Madkins Chapel CPCA          2403 Oakwood Rd.          Huntsville, AL  35810 

Congratulations to our 2012 Graduates! 
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can 

use to change the world.” Nelson Mandela 

.  

 

 

Upcoming events 

July 10-14  Huntsville Presbytery 

and SSC at Blackburn Chapel 

July 22 Anniversary of Musicians 

and Choirs at 6:00 pm 

July 29  Missionary Day at 9:30 am 

August 4 Pre-Men’s Day at 6:00pm 

August 5 Men’s Day at 9:30 am 

August 5 Women’s Day at 2:00 pm 

Sept. 23  Candlelight March at 4pm 

 

 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 

Eliana Irene Blackburn was born to Franco and 

Elizabeth Blackburn on June 1, 2012. (6lbs, 7oz, 

and 18in long.)  Mother and baby are doing well. 

http://www.madkinschapel.com/


 

 

The 138
th

 Meeting of the 

General Assembly of the CPCA 

                                                                                                  
The Spotlight is on you! Each quarter the newsletter will feature a 

Madkins Chapel Auxiliary or member in the spotlight. Please email us 

with your information about your auxiliary, calendar of events, officers, 

or anything else that you would like for all to know. We will take the 

pictures! The spotlight is on you! You may e-mail your information to 

thelovingplace@gmail.com.                       

The annual meeting of the General Assembly of the CPCA was 

held on June 4-6, 2012 in Huntsville, Alabama and hosted by the 

Tennessee Valley Presbytery at the Embassy Suites Hotel in 

Downtown Huntsville, AL.  The Theme of the 138
th

 General 

Assembly of the CPCA was “It’s Harvest Time” (Matthew 9:37-

38). The General Assembly was opened with a service of Worship 

and Celebration on June 4, 2012 at 8:30 a.m. at the Madkins 

Chapel CPCA. The Reverend Elton Hall, Moderator, delivered the 

sermon. Holy Communion was observed with Reverend William 

Robinson, Vice Moderator, serving as the Celebrant. 

 

 
Elder Winston James Ashford 

(February 21, 1946- April 16, 2012) 

Elder Winston James Ashford was born on 

February 21, 1946 to Ashford and Mary 

Cater. On April 16, 2012 the angel of mercy 

sealed his lips and winged his flight from 

this world of sin, sorrow, and pain to a 

place of eternal rest. He was preceded in 

death by: his mother, Mary Cater; father, 

Charlie Ashford; sister, Susie Mae Garth; 

two brothers, John B. Owens and Milton 

Ashford. Winston graduated from Central 

High School in Courtland, Alabama in 

1965. He confessed hope in Christ at an 

early age and joined First Baptist Church in 

Courtland, Alabama, under the leadership 

of Reverend Freeman Harris. He later 

moved to Huntsville, Alabama where he 

was joined in holy matrimony to Laura 

Ward on June 21, 1967 until his death, 

totaling 44 long, loving, and caring years.  

Winston later joined Madkins Chapel 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 

America under the leadership of Reverend 

Robert L. Blackburn, and now under the 

leadership of Reverend Endia J. Scruggs, 

where he remained a faithful member until 

his death. While at Madkins Chapel he was 

an active member in the Male Chorus, 

Deacon Board, Elder Board, and the Van 

Ministry. He faithfully provided 

refreshments for the kids on Wednesday 

nights at Bible Study and previously sang in 

the No. 1 choir. He was employed by 

Huntsville Hospital, where he retired after 

24 years. He then worked at CAS for 15 

years until his health failed. He leaves to 

cherish his memories: a loving and devoted 

wife, Mrs. Laura W. Ashford; two brothers, 

Mr. Preston Lee (Barbara) Watkins and Mr. 

Oscar Watkins, both of Courtland, AL; one 

brother-in-law, Mr. John Willie Ward of 

Huntsville, AL; four sisters-in-law, Mrs. 

Grace Ashford of New York, NY, Mrs. 

Emma (Roosevelt) Baker, Mrs. Cora W. 

Stewart, and Mrs. Richetta Clemmons, all 

of Huntsville, AL; a very special and 

devoted aunt, Mrs. Irene Davis of 

Huntsville, AL; an aunt, Mrs. Martha 

Braden of Decatur, AL, eleven nieces, 

fifteen nephews, and a host of other 

relatives and friends. 

The National Missionary Society held its luncheon in the South Hall of the Von Braun Center on June 5, 2012. The 

Luncheon Speaker was Reverend Dr. Rosemary Herron, Pastor of the Ransom Temple CPCA in Nashville, TN.  Dr. 

Herron delivered a powerful message, “Are you a Spectator or a Laborer?” One of the highlights of the luncheon 

came during the “Hats on Parade” with the state of Alabama having 50 plus attendees wearing hats. The 2012 

Woman of the Year was from Alabama. A workshop entitled “Rules of Disciple” was conducted by Elder Mike 

Sharp, Stated Clerk of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. He presented all in attendance with the new edition of 

the Confession of Faith.  In the business Session of the General Assembly, Executive Board presented a report 

depicting the savings of holding biennial meetings starting in 2014. So, the next meeting of the General Assembly 

will be in 2014 in Chattanooga, TN, hosted by the Hiwassee Presbytery. 

 

Reverend Henry Ewing, Jr. 

(March 24, 1924 - April 27, 2012) 

 

Reverend Henry Ewing, Jr. ("Junior") was born into this life On March 24, 1924 in 

Madison County, Alabama to the Reverend Henry Ewing, Sr. and Mrs. Gertrude 

Wade Ewing. Reverend Ewing was born into a rich heritage of the Christian faith 

in his family. His father (Henry Sr.), grandfather (George) and two uncles (Frank 

and Johnny) were all Primitive Baptist ministers. Reverend Ewing's mother was a 

life-long member of the Chelsea Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America, 

which became his church of choice because Chelsea offered him an opportunity to 

participate in the CPYF (Cumberland Presbyterian Youth Fellowship), in the 

Sunday School and in the Choir for which he served as President for a good period 

of time.  

Like those whom he pastored, Reverend Ewing served in various positions of 

service throughout the CPCA denomination, including: Moderator of Florence 

Presbytery of the CPCA for 12 years during a fifteen year span; Moderator of the 

Alabama Synod of the CPCA for 6 years during three separate two-year terms; 

Moderator of the General Assembly of the CPCA for 34 years; delegate and 

Commissioner to the judicatories of the CPCA for countless times throughout the 

years; President of the Sunday School Convention of Florence Presbytery; Chair of 

the Christian Education Committee of the Alabama Synod; Board of Judiciary of 

the General Assembly of the CPCA; 21 Member One Program Board of the 

General Assembly of the CPCA; Construction Manager for the CPCA 

Headquarters in Huntsville where a 200 seat auditorium is named after him (The 

Henry Ewing, Jr. Auditorium); and in so many additional capacities that are too 

numerous to name. He loved the entire church: the congregation, the presbytery, 

the synod and the General Assembly; and people throughout the church loved him.  

He is survived by his loving, devoted and faithful wife of 50 years, Jerald Faye 

Ewing; four daughters, Felecia Ewing, Daphne Ewing, Veronica (Joe) Winston, 

Vanessa (Alphonso) Midgett all of Huntsville, AL; six sons, Darryl (Gloryian) 

Ewing, Jacksonville, FL, Cedric (Brenda) Ewing, Meridianville, AL, James 

(Shelley) Ewing, Huntsville, AL, Henry Coyle Ewing, Syracuse, NY, Cornell 

Ewing, Huntsville, AL Burgess (Ann) Ewing, Chicago, IL; 21 grandchildren; 25 

great grandchildren; one sister: Ellawe Gray, Cleveland, OH; one great-great 

grandchild; devoted cousins, Nora Jean Lee and Johnny Ewing of Huntsville, AL 

and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. 

  
The Rev. Dr. Mitchell Walker, Sr., Pastor of the Church Street CPCA and 

Moderator of the Huntsville Presbytery delivered the celebratory sermon 

entitled, “Today Testifies of the Faithfulness of God” taken from 2 

Samuel 7:18, Psalm 118:23-24, and 2 Corinthians 9:15.   Walker’s 

message to the congregation was truthful, challenging, celebratory, and 

uplifting. He stated two wonderful facts of our faith that someone has said 

years before: 1) “God’s work done in God’s way will never lack God’s 

supply.”  2) “Where God guides, God also provides. Where God leads, God also feeds.”  

He preached that “Madkins Chapel did not arrive at this accomplishment because 

everybody wanted you to do so.  You did not arrive at this accomplishment because 

everybody stayed with you. You did not arrive at this accomplishment because everything 

has always been easy.” His points of emphasis from the text were: 1) Today testifies of 

something bigger than who I am. Today testifies of God’s choice. 2) Today testifies of 

something Bigger than who my family is. Today testifies of God’s choice. 3) Today 

Testifies of a Mighty, Marvelous, Magnificent and Miracle-Working God. 

The Mortgage Burning Ceremony was led by Pastor Endia J. Scruggs. She gave words of 

Thanksgiving and Praise to God, members, and friends of Madkins Chapel. She 

emphasized that the mortgage was paid off 3 ½ years sooner than scheduled. Elder Corky 

Turner led the congregation in a spirit-filled prayer. Deacon Mary Turner, Church 

Treasurer, read to the congregation the official mortgage document that stated the mortgage 

was “Paid and Satisfied.” The document was passed to Pastor Endia Scruggs and Elder 

Larry Gopher, Stated Clerk of Madkins Chapel Church Session, for the burning of the 

mortgage. Upon the burning of the mortgage, the congregation praised God with shouts of 

joy and uplifting hands. ~ By Stephanie S. Gilkes 
  

 

   

 

 
 

 

mailto:thelovingplace@gmail.com

